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THE NEXT CIVIL WAR

It will not be a conven-
tional battlefield. Most combat-
ants will not know that they are
inthemiddle of awar zone. They
will think they arejust living their
normal lives. They will not pay
attention to the major news
events because they do not di-
rectly affect their lives.

It is a fundamental prin-
ciple that will be at stake.

America's founding fa-
thers were religious men who
risked everything for an oppor-
tunity to create anew, freelifein
the colonies. They fought for
their independence from a cen-
tral, regal, and oppressive king.

America's founding fa-
thers would be appalled at the
state of the Americas. They
would not be stunned by thetech-
nological progress of the inven-
tive American mind. They
strongly believed in the indi-
vidual being able to control his
or her own destiny. The only
map was one’'s own ambitions.
The only true guidance was an
individual’s moral compass.

The main purpose of the
federal government was to pro-
tect the States from invasion by
foreign superpowers, England,
Franceor Spain. Anindividual’s
life was purely left in his own
control. He had full dominion
over his property, his public life
and hisprivatelife. Government
did not care what he did, unless
he harmed another person. Tol-
erance was a given commodity
between neighbors.

Today’s American dy-

namic is different. Toleranceis
apolitical buzzword for interfer-
ence. The national government
is not guarding against the old
superpowers; it has become its
own superpower flexing its
muscle against both friend and
foe.

The War between the
Stateswas defined asamoral war
(with economic overtones.) The
next civil war will be between
people advocating different core
philosophies.

The United States has
positioned itself as the largest
secular ingtitution on the planet.
L eaders stress the importance of
lack of religion in the daily af-
fairs of their citizens. It is a
subtle attempt to lessen the im-
portance of religioninaperson’s
life.

A secular institution pro-
pagandizes that it is the source
of the solutions to your daily
problems. Only a few genera-
tions ago, the source of strength
and comfort to familieswastheir
church and their family bible.
Religion taught them how to act,
what is the difference between
right and wrong, and how to be-
have with your neighbors.

A secular institution, the
state, isteaching that it isthe gov-
ernment that has the cures for a
person’sills. It downgrades re-
ligion. It attempts to cast any
symbols from religion from any
public space. Out of sight; out
of mind.

This position has been
growing steady in the past 40

years. Until thelast national elec-
tion, when the“religious” sector
cameout in quiet record numbers
inkey statesto set back theinsti-
tutional secularists at the polls.

The secularists continue
to attack any religious connota-
tions in the courts. They pro-
claim that the Constitution re-
quires separation of church and
state. However, it is a narrow
misreading of the founder’s in-
tent. The colonists were rebel-
ling against a single, national,
mandatory religion like the
King'sChurch of England. They
sought their own worship. The
separation is only between the
government creating its own
church.

But the secular ingtitution
has grown into its own cult. Its
high priests are incumbent poli-
ticians in Washington who have
created a temple of power that
attempts to micromanage a
person’sdaily life. They want to
regulate what you eat, what you
can listen to on radio, what you
can see on television, and what
you do on the internet. They
want to make it unpopular to ex-
press religious beliefs in public.
The Ten Commandments should
not be read by school children
(even though the principles are
thebasictenetsinevery civil and
criminal codein America.)

Politicians are bantering
against video game manufactur-
ers. They claim the game world
is lessen the morals of today’s
youth. These same pols are try-
ing to downplay religion which
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teaches morals, accountability
and responsibility. In essence,
politiciansbelievethat religionis
not society’s moral compass or
source of comfort or solutionsto
personal problems. Government
is attempting to integrate “gov-
ernment is the only solution” to
the masses. All theills of the
world can only be solved by pub-
lic officials: education, health
care, elderly care, consumer
fraud, land use development,
poverty, civil rights. Thelist is
endless because politicians have
to find a single issue voter who
agrees with his position in order
to get that person’s vote.

The religious sector in
America is attempting to take
back itshistoric place. The secu-
larists will not give up their
power. It will be a bloody fight
tothefinish. Itisonly beginning.

The Supreme Court lib-
eral justices sided with the Big
Government model by ruling that
local municipalitiescan condemn
non-blighted private property
and turn it over to private devel-
opers as part of local economic
development. The media and
homeowners are appalled by the
decision. Property ownershipis

CLINTON VOWS TO END CHILD OBESITY
IN HIS LIFETIME

MO BODY SAID
AMNYTHIMG
ABOUT
CAMMIBALISM

a fundamental constitutional
right that has been thrown under
the bus. The mgjority opinionis
fundamentally flawed: the al-
leged development increase in
jobsand moretaxesisnot a“ pub-
licuse.” Itisnot thejob of gov-
ernment to create jobs. It isnot
a “public use” to use police
power to increase taxes. In-
creased taxes on citizensisnot a

public benefit but ataxpayer bur-
den!

The Supreme Court side-
stepped the favoritism, the ripe-
ness of corruption by saying the
States can addressthose concerns
onacaseby casebasis. But when
doesafundamental US constitu-
tiona right are now only to be
enforced by State Courts? Which
means those rights will never be

truly enrorceable by citizens.
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THE HUNTER IS THE HUNTED

When the alarm radio
went off a minute before 6 am.,
the newsreport briefly stated that
Hunter S. Thompson was dead.
For a hard living writer, it was
not unexpected to have a drug
overdose or excessive drinking
taking afinal toll on him. But it
was amild shock that the details
included thefact that it appeared
that Thompson had done a
Hemingway.

There is no clear com-
parison between the two Situa-
tions. Thompson was not star-
ing at a blank canvas each day.
Theliterary world had not passed
him by. He was a columnist for
ESPN.com with apparent lax
deadlines. He had optioned an-
other book, The Curse of Lono,
for a movie deal. Filming in
Hawaii was to begin shortly. He
had at least three other projects
and booksready for final editing.
He was not in dire financial
straights. He was still the King
of the Mountain outside Aspen.

But apparently the last
book tour had taken itstoll. Or
maybe it compounded and took
root with his inner demons. He
was physically being torn down
with one major injury after an-
other. Hewasfrustrated that his
once athletic body was failing
him. Call it vanity, cal it frus-
tration. Call it old age, cal it the
beginning of the end. A linger-
ing pain that most Americanswill
call their last persona friend. A
celebrity whose stardom had
spanned several generationswas
on the verge of the plight of the

Average Man. Itisnot acomfort-
ing feeling to begin to take stock.

Days before his self-in-
flicted demise, it was reported
that Thompson had begun giving
away mementos to family and
friends. He was making his fi-
nal odd-hour telephone calls
waking up startled movie starsor
literati. In retrospect, he was
making hisfinal amendswithout
telling anyone he spoke to that
his time had come.

The Kingdom of Fear
was the title of his 2003 collec-
tion of columns and stories. His
Kingdom wasreaching itszenith
this year. But the Fear had
reached its pinnacle, too. When
the body will not take commands
from the mind to continue his
legendary crazy antics, craziness
setsin. It begins to rot the fron-
tal lobe.

On that February Mon-
day morning when the news hit,
| began to speculate like others.
| knew something was up. He
did not write any gambling/Su-
per Bowls stories for ESPN last
month. That was out of charac-
ter. Healso had serioudly injured
hisback ayear or so ago and had
extensive surgery (insertion of a

rod | believe).

Unless he woke up on
that Sunday morning to the TV
sounds of the " Super Bow!" only
to find that the announcers were
talking about stock car racing,
then realized that he was smack
dab inthe middle of aRed State,
or that the Clintons were span-
ning the globefor pity photo ops,
or that the page in histypewriter
remained blank for weeks,
caused him to do a Hemingway.

In the weeks that fol-
lowed, it appears that there was
a slow progression toward the
End. He had tightened up some
loose ends. He had his family
around him. Hiswasin hiscom-
mand center, his kitchen, sitting
behind his typewriter. A letter
was in the cylinder, awaiting for
aquick turn of aphrase. An ar-
gument with his wife festered
during theday; hiswasin acom-
manding mood. And it was re-
ported that during a telephone
cal, hepulled thetrigger. Noone
knew what had happened until
later in the day. No note. Just a
gun on the floor, and an exit
would behind the head.

It was not the way that
most of hisreadersimagined his
End would have been. The fan-
ciful writing style of his own
quasi-fictional tirades would
have had him in a slow motion,
Tarantino style machinegun fire-
fight on the steps of the U.S. Su-
preme Court cursing about the
lack of any angry, 1960s true
principled Democrats left in
America
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THE UNREAL POSSIBILITY

Tuesday, April 19, 2005 1:41:25
PM
Email Dispatch:

A dlight surprisefrom St.
Peter's today.

Only 3 cardinals in the
college ever voted for apope be-
fore. One of the three is elected
pope. Batting average: .333.
(Should lead off for the Sox)

Why Benedict?Benedict
XV was the pope when he was
born.

Why a German? The 8th
German pope, but in readlity, a
Roman-Vatican fixture for 20
plusyears. He wasthe conserva-
tive doctrine enforcer.

First words out of Ameri-
can Catholic mouths?
"HewasaNazi."

Hewasindoctrinated (by
force) into Hilter youth; and
drafted in German army, but he
deserted and became aanti-Nazi,
anti-Communist.

Appointment conse-
guencesto thethird world Catho-
lics? Statusquo. The Cardinas
continued to follow-the-money
by electing a European popewho
would be acceptable to North
Americans who probably fund
most of the global church efforts.

How will helead after JP
1?2

Hehasasimilar war-torn
background of John Paul I1. But
as JP Il was an outsider to inner
Vatican politics, B-XVI knows
where all the skeletons are bur-
ied, literally and figuratively. |
suspect that hewill move quickly
to have hiscollege cardinalstake
the positions of power.

At 78, he knowsthe dis-
sents and agendas of the world
Cardinals during their delibera-
tionsthat elected him, so he will
fill thecollegetotheranksof 120
men quickly (5 new appoint-
ments) to solidify hispower base.

Church doctrine will not
change dramatically (though the
Churchitself haslost control over
its basic format --- over a three
week period in last month went
to three different churches: St.
Peter'sinthe Loop; the Friarstill
conduct a "traditional” mass;
then to Holy Family, which isa
theatre production to compete
with Willow Creek Church; and
St. Mary'sin Crystal Lake, which
was inbetween, but rang bells
during the consecration of the
sacraments (which has not been
done since Vatican I1?) | don't
think he likes the limelight as
much asJPI1 did; however, | pre-
dict that hisfirst Papal Trip will
be to Cologne Germany next
month for the annual Youth Day
that JP 11 established.

| had alivevideo feed on

the desktop machine (in a small
window in attempt to capture as
much real time feed as possible)
at the officewhen the newsbroke
that there was white smoke.

When Ratzinger did not
come out behind the curtain, |
knew he was the new pope (the
Dean of College makes the an-
nouncement).

Apparently, it only took
4votesfor election. | suspect that
thefirst vote on thefirst day was
fairly fragmented, with a half
dozen serious candidates (includ-
ing an American) but Ratzinger
having the most votes. The sec-
ond vote narrowed thefield down
tofour viable candidates (includ-
ing an American, and 2 Italian
cardinals). | assumedtheltalians
turned and cast their lot with the
neo-ltalian, conservative
Ratzinger than the American in
the fourth vote.

Why do | think an Ameri-
canwasaviable candidate? Dur-
ing the post-blessing of the new
pope, the television camera
panned the balconies where the
other cardinals were standing
above the crowd. Most of the
cardinalsweretalking, waving to
the crowd, and were relaxed.
One shot of a balcony found a
cardinal inthefront corner of the
balcony, leaning up against the
wall and balcony ledge; he had
his index finger over his face
with the tip pointing to his eye,
hismiddlefinger stretched to the
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corner of thismouth, and hisring
finger pensively under his chin.
He was in deep thought and not
interacting with his colleagues.
Hisexpression wasthat of "what
if?" What if the vote had been
different.

| believe that pensive
Cardinal on the balcony was Car-
dinal George.

(Check out the captured
newsvideo to confirm my obser-
vation that hemay havebeen the
runner up candidate because his
reaction was totally different
from the other balcony cardi-
nals.)

| thought from the begin-
ning that the Church had to main-
tain Anglo-European connection
to the papacy in order for the fi-
nancial integrity of thechurch. A
third world Pope could further
split the connection to the Ameri-
can dollars so needed to fund
third world programsand prop up
the third world churches in re-
gime settings.

THE ENTERTAINMENT REVOLT

The movie industry
started to the post-school summer
blockbuster season by losing
gross box office for seven
straight weeks. Teens with dis-
posal allowances are the bread
and butter (and popcorn) buyer
for the entertainment industry. 1f
not in the theaters, where are the
kids? What has taken the place
of the standard movie fare?

Theelectronicrevolution
has seized the high ground in the
entertalnment spending budget of
youth. The Playstation, X-Box,
the PSP, and iPods have kids
churning their dollars into more
games and music to occupy their
time.

Consumers can now con-
trol more and more of their own
escapism adventures. They can
be in the anti-hero in their own
big explosion movie contained in
the latest first person shooter
game rather than spending $15
on abad specia effects remake.
Peoplewill take the path of |east
resistance; this principle controls
mindless escapism.

Television ratings have
been on the skids for years. Ex-
ecutives have no clue that more
and more people are getting
news, information and entertain-
ment from surfing the internet
than watching cablereruns. The
growth of the blogger commu-
nity, where people put their own
lives and experiences on the net,
isturning into an easy way to kill
hour(s) on end wandering
through the home pages of
strangers.

The trend is against the
old guard, the distributors of the
old programming choices. More
and more people are creating
thelr own music, art, comics, ani-
mation, home movies, digital
photographsand personal diaries
to be updated continualy to be
shared with the world. The
gatekeepers of content have no
dam to stop the flow of thisfree
forum of expression of ideas.
The distribution monopoly on
entertainment has been broken.

Thisiswhy Hollywoodis
scrambling to make deals with
game makers to cross-produce
the next generation movie-game
hybrids. The comic book indus-
try has optioned every old char-
acter it hasin the warehouse be-
cause Hollywood has run dry on
new ideas. Thetargetistotry to
rekindle the middle agers with
some vague childhood comic
recollection.

The kids redlly don’t go
for their parentsmemories. They
are kids and kids will be kids.
They love the weird interactive
genre of games:. like the video
dance pad--- great exercise for
the fast food child; a potential
emergency room slipped disc for
a parent.

The movie theater may
be the getaway destination for a
few parentswhiletheir kids des-
tination is their video controller.
It is extended play time after
coming inside after playing all
day in baseball, soccer, gymnas-
tics, swim team, or some other
organized event.



