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Bob Hope and Bing Crosby made six road
pictures. The Road to Baghdad was not one of
them.  It starred George Bush and Donald Rumsfeld
in a mad dash across the desert in search and de-
struction caper against a villain,  a mad man with a
Groucho Marx mustache.  They were fleeing the
bows and arrows of the bumbling European Three
Stoogies, Chirac, Schroeder and Putin, for a liber-
ating adventure across the barren Arab desert in
search for starry eyed oasis mirage women named
Willi Milli Destruction (WMD) and Miss Olive
Oils.

Their mad dash left the Stoogies slapping
themselves silly.  They hit the road like a sand-
storm.  It was no slow trek, it was a testosterone
drag race across country to the capitol. And who
do they find in their way?  A madman, Saddam
Insane, and his two crazy sons.

“Is this Persia? The Ottoman Empire? A
dusty back lot at Universal Studios?” Hope would
have quipped directly into the chase camera.  “Hey
what are YOU guys doing here?” he would say to
the cable news crews, “if you wanted to get bombed
you should have stayed in the hotel bar.”

Critics have tried to label the effort in terms
of the minor supporting players: first, General
Chaos, then later Colonel Klink, to the end, where
the story turns to Major Looting.  But those char-
acters were not in the original script by General
Ballpark Franks.

Filmed only in 21 days on location in Iraq.
It may look like it was filmed in black and white,
but that is how Iraq looks in color.  ���1/2

The Anti-War Crossfire
Who is shocked when criticized for an un-

popular view?  Who gets mad if their protest views
lead to lower sales or demographics?  Hollywood
celebrities  and pop singers.  And they don’t like
it.  They like to tell you what you should like and
buy (mainly their wares) because they have reached
the pinnacle of pop culture, the modern Star.  Name
recognition does not lead to an increased IQ or un-
derstanding of the issues of the day.

The protesters own blundering the issue
revealed their true intent.  The protests were Anti-
Bush as president, than the war.  They hate Bush.
Any excuse to tear at him will do.



Let the Monkey Fur fly.
The commentary socialists have
slunk away from the conserva-
tive cable rating giants to brood
in the dark, while their sports-
writer brethren assert the mantel
of social policy on their talk
shows.

When victory is at hand,
the volleys of destain are fired:
We did not stop the looting.  Well,
if I recall, the soldiers were be-
ing FIRED at the time; it was a
war zone--- and war zones are not
43rd and Broadway on a Friday
afternoon.

Good lord, I look down
on the keyboard and find it as
dusty as the palace after a bun-
ker buster evening.  Memo to
self: when discussing social en-
gineering remember to schedule
domestic engineering tasks.

T h e r e
were people
who were em-
barrassed by
the quick Iraqi
victory. It was
supposed to be
a hard, long
fought battle,
with bloody
mass casual-
ties, like Viet-
nam.  It had to
be that way to
put the Repub-
licans in their
place.  Iraq
was alleged to
have the third
largest army.
It would fight

to the death to protect itself. But
conventional wisdom went down
with the improved military tech-
nology superiority the US used
to dominate the field.

With old Europe
colonialist powers too milktoast
to enforce their will in battle, and
the Soviet Union broken up into
tiny enclaves, the United States
has widen the gulf in superiority
of military power.

One must realize that
most of the world is run by
greedy, ruthless dictators who by
fear, intimation and black mar-
ket extortion run their countries
with an iron fist.  They only re-
spect force.  In the most basic
sense, a force creates an equal
and opposite reaction.

The Arab neighbors were
against the war, but have shut
down their assails when the tanks

rolled into Baghdad.  The Arab
sultans’ world had just changed-
- no, flipped inside out.  Because
instead of extracting conditions,
restrictions, policy changes and
cash for America to use air space
and military bases, the region is
now dominated by US military
divisions in Afghanistan and
Iraq.  No longer needed are the
Saudis, Turkeys, or Jordans to
gain permission to get logistics
into the hotbed of the Middle
East.

If history is a guide, then
the world should know when the
US spills blood for territory it
rarely gives it up.

The muted criticism is
that the US is viewed as an “oc-
cupier” and not a liberator.  Yes,
the soldiers are occupying most
of Iraq, by force and by choice.
When Bush said after 9/11 that
he would track down the terror-
ists responsible for the attack on
America, few really thought he
meant it.  Past presidents were
merely talkers.  Little action, or
a token response.

But Bush and his cabinet
are old school.  Reagan within a
arm stretch to the red nuclear
button crazy; willing to use the
arsenal to end the debate.  Lead-
ers should not only respect him,
but fear him.

Most of the Mideast lead-
ership would have considered
Saddam Hussein as a peer. An oil
dictator with garish tastes, like
themselves.  He had two crazy
sons, but rich kids can be a hand
full. The Arab world could relate
to Saddam’s kingdom of fear.
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They may have respected his at-
titude of invading a neighbor in-
stead of paying his Kuwaiti
debts. They admired him for
standing up against the US.

But in the wake of the
Republican Guards weak defen-
sive effort, Mideast leaders have
to think twice about anti-Ameri-
can bashing because the US ap-
pears to have moved into the
neighborhood and are taking the
high ground.

The Bush administration
has a black and white view.  Ei-
ther you are with us or you are
against us.  There is no middle
gray area.  So when the infantry
finds Russian missiles dated
2000, and French arms dated
2002, and new Yemen ammo in
the Republican Guard bunkers,
all in violation of UN sanction
resolutions, the list of friends
shrinks.  The result of this con-
flict may be more in the reasons
why our alleged allies were
against us in the first place than
actually liberating Iraq.

US forces have found
$650 million in greenbacks in an
affluent Baghdad suburb.  Now,
who doesn’t like to have a little
walking around money, but this
is obscene.  The coalition is look-
ing for the finance minister who
may have another $250 million
in cash stashed somewhere in
town.

This shows several inter-
esting things.  First, Saddam’s
economy was based upon the
excesses of a black market men-
tality against his own people.
The oil for food program was a
fraud because the food never

reached the people, and Saddam
kept a pipeline to Syria open and
pumping 200,000 gallons of
crude a day across the border.
The illicit oil sales were made in
cash or secret bank accounts.

Second, what was the
currency of choice for this re-
gime?  The painted monopoly
money with Saddam’s portrait?
No, it was good old U.S. dollar.
Our dollar is not the de facto
world currency, it is only trusted
IOU that can be readily stowed
away, used for bribes, and set up
your international arms
dealerships.

Third, Syria should feel
uneasy.  Reports have Saddam’s
henchmen fleeing to Syria.  The
pipeline of oil went to it.  The
issue of the 4th MIF going to
Damascus is legitimate.  Histo-
rians still hear the echos of Patton
who wanted to continue march-
ing from Berlin to Moscow at the
end of World War II.

The Iraqi regime had 12
years to plan for the fight.  Some-
things still don’t seem right.  The
Iraqi Air Force never launched a
sortie.  Reports have soldiers
finding only 15 planes and 5 he-
licopters hidden in the desert.
Where did that major defense
force go? Out of the country?  A
military regime in exile until the
United States forms a fragile de-
mocracy, then leaves to swoop
down from  the borders to re-
claim Baghdad?

One should follow the
scented slither of the retreating
foe to make sure the head of the
snake is firmly decapitated from
the body of the opposition.

Otherwise it will heal
under the canopy of the
naysayers who will say “the Coa-
lition won the War, but can it win
the Peace?”

The Iraqi literai like to
remind the world that Iraq is the
cradle of modern civilization.  Its
people have the concept of prop-
erty rights, in a medieval sense
that possession is the law.  An
educated populous should be
able to handle democratic prin-
ciples in the transition to self-
rule.

The thorny issue will be
the ethnic hatred that is volcani-
cally imbedded into their culture.
The Kurds hate the Turkmen.
The Shias hate the Sunnis. And
inside each identity are rival sub-
clans and battling clerics.  It took
the United States 85 years and 4
bloody years of civil war to ad-
dress its basic “diversity” issue.
One cannot expect Iraq to shed
thousands of years of distrust in
20 days.

A long term American
presence is necessary to stabilize
the country and the region.  At
what cost?  The U.S. should take
as its liberation fee three air bases
in Iraq (H3, Rasheed (Baghdad),
and Basra).  The Pentagon can
shift the operations from Ger-
many to Iraq which would imme-
diately jolt the local economy.
German bases were in place to
keep the cold war peace and a
central location to put out wild-
fires in the Euro-continent.  But
the real defense of America lies
south, in the Persian Gulf, and
those new bases will put a cold
war check on those who want to
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harbor terrorists.  Then the US
should be reimbursed from oil.

There is nothing wrong in
sharing the wealth with the Iraqi
people.  A two-way partnership
is better than the past one-way
dictatorship to the average Iraqi.

So it costs $70 billion to
rebuild Iraq.  Big deal.  Saddam
spent more than $2 billion on
new palaces since 1991.  The tap
into Syria would generate alone
more than $1.4 billion annually.
The resources are present to re-
build a nation; the important
point is how the resource revenue
is allocated and spent.

If Colin Powell had prob-
lems with his equals in the UN
Security Council, he will prob-
ably have a nightmare in sooth-
ing the egos of the Iraqi ethnic
factions.  He could cut to the
chase: treat everyone equally.
The U.S. will be the banker, ar-
bitrator and mentor.  If you don’t
want to participate, fine.  If you
want to participate, fine, here are
the rules.  No exceptions.

If the UN wants a role, it
should be left to filling sandbags
for Fidel Castro.  The UN has
shown its irrelevancy.  Blix wants
his inspectors back in Iraq.  Hey,
the war is OVER-- Saddam is
GONE --- inspections are moot.
But the Germans have nothing to
do but for the inspection pro-
gram.  Too bad.

The argument is that the
US will terraform Iraq into a sub-
urban strip mall by the end of the
year.  I don’t see a rush to pro-
duce a movie called “Dude,
Where’s My Camel?” being
force fed to Najar residents. The

people want electricity and a
stable potable water supply.  Let
American companies reconnect
basic utility services.  We are in
global recession; why should not
United States businesses NOT
profit from the opportunity to
rebuild?  What is the logic to re-
ward France, Germany, or Rus-
sia with post-war contracts for
being against the war?  And in
some terms, aiding the regime in
the war against the U.S.

Those nations can’t ask
for a redeal after the hand has
been dealt.  They have to play the
cards they had before the war.
They placed their bets on
Saddam, and they lost.  Too bad.
You have no more chips to play
at this table.  “Game over.”
That’s what the Iraqi UN envoy
said on April 9th when he scur-
ried from the limelight of the
press.

One grand lesson that
was  captured and broadcast by
the embedded media to the world
that will be key to our future.  The
world saw the American soldier
as very intelligent, well spoken,
well trained, and willing to get
dirty to achieve his mission.  The
international community never
thought the American public
would stomach US casualties on
foreign soil under a “controver-
sial preemptory war” policy.  The
international community was
wrong about the US. Homeland
security has no borders.

And this is important be-
cause there are bigger bullies on
the next block, like North Korea
or China, where anti-American
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DEMIGODS &
GENERALS
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The Road to the White
House in 2008 will run through
Baghdad.  Colin Powell had
completed his in-
ternational doc-
torate on foreign
r e l a t i o n s
backstabbing with
his UN presenta-
tions.  Conti Rice
has stayed in the
background put-
ting out domestic
policy fires. Gen-
eral Vincent
Brooks has lead
the briefings in
the command the-
atre and learned
that the global
news media is
cross-eyed bad-
ger in heat at
times.

This is the
nucleus of the
Republican
administration
after the second
Bush term.  It is
clear that Dick
Cheney will not
seek the presidency; he may not
even run in 2004 as vice presi-
dent.  Donald Rumsfeld does not
want the top job either.  No sit-
ting U.S. Senator has the intesti-
nal fortitude to run a successful
campaign.

If the GOP is smart, it
should focus on the “team con-
cept” instead of a single presiden-
tial candidate.  The Democrats
will always focus on the glamor-
ous, mad money raising, media
pretty boy, as the frontrunner. It

worked during Bush II’s cam-
paign.  He will have to work to
get him re-elected.

If CNN had anything to
say about it, it would nominate
its own resident general, Wesley
Clark, for the Democratic nomi-
nation.  The history of American
journalism shows many in-
stances of a media empire back-
ing a candidate to hoist its agenda
on the electorate.  There has been
so much instant analysis on cable
television by retired generals that
it makes one’s head spin.  Com-
mentary, book deals and politics
are the three sirens for a retired

commander.
Many presidential hope-

fuls will backtrack their anti-war
stances in order
to get re-elected
since the Opera-
tion Freedom of
Iraq was too suc-
cessful to ignore.
There will be the
career critics
who now whine
that Bush cannot
“Win the Peace.”
They hope and
pray for an Iraqi
religious civil
war.  But they
never talk about
Clinton’s Bosnia
or Bubba win-
ning the peace in
that war torn
country. With
the public have
the attention

 span of a gnat
 and the recall
 of an 90 year
 shellshocked
 World War II
 veteran, good

name recognition is the key to a
political future.  Powell will be
able to glad-handle the Washing-
ton Press corps for the interval
between leaving the Cabinet and
the nomination in 2008.

Each presidential elec-
tion the Democrats, at least 7,
scramble to be King of the Pack.
But the King of the United States
has apparently been bestowed on
Alan Greenspan, who will never
leave the Fed for the White
House, because it’s a demotion.


